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2014; Lee, Choi, 2020; Pong, 2022). o]&|3t M z1#e] B2 o] Asle &3
9] &2 MANTE B B ARA] F29 A H71E B4
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(Central and Scottish Health Services Councils, Joint Committee on Poliomyelitis Vaccines,
“The Application and Use of Influenza Vaccine(Not for Publication),” August 1957, FD
23/1296, NA),
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A e Tl ABTANE 1|E ole] 7h4 FEA AGEol ‘S (i

%, warm disease)’ @} 71 5} ¢
W 7He| a2 BRE F5-5 A3 Aol - Aotk (Leung, 2010: 31, 42;
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26) HKRS410-10-13, Traditional Herbal Medicine, M, 6, From AU Wai-sum to SCA; (7) Memo of
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Figure 1. Export Flowchart: Products of China under Socialist Planned Economy
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19+ g o]Atolg}ar o]okr] g TH(HKRS410-10-13, (72) English Summary of (71) Letter dated
5.7.66 from the Chairman, Society of Practitioners of Chinese Medicine in Kowloon re: the
Pharmacy and Poisons Bill 1966).
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Abstract

Revisiting Traditional Chinese Medicine in
Hong Kong during the Influenza Epidemics
in the 1950s and 1960s°

KIM Minsuh®

This paper examines the supply and utilization of traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM) in Hong Kong during the influenza epidemics of
the 1950s and 1960s. Existing narratives of TCM in Hong Kong have
predominantly framed with within the dichotomy of Western medicine
“Xiyi" and Chinese medicine “Zhongyi,” portraying TCM as marginalized
and nearly wiped out by colonial power, Departing from this binary
opposition, this study views TCM as an autonomous space that had
never been subjugated by the colonial power which opted for minimal
interventionist approach toward TCM, By adopting diachronic and
synchronic perspectives on Hong Kong's unique environment shaped
by its colonial history and the geopolitics of the Cold War in East Asia,

particularly its relationships with “China,” this research seeks to reassess
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the role and status of TCM in post-World War II Hong Kong.

In Hong Kong, along with other countries in East Asia, traditional
medicine has ceded its position as mainstream medicine to Western
medicine, Faced with the crisis of “extinction,” Chinese medical
professionals, including medical practitioners and merchant groups,
persistently sought solidarity and “self-renewal.” In the 1950s and 1960s,
the colonial authorities heavily relied on private entities, including charity
hospitals and clinics; furthermore, there was a lack of provision of
public healthcare and official prevention measures against the epidemic
influenza, Assuch, it is not surprising that the Chinese utilized TCM, along
with Western medicine, to contain the epidemics which brought about an
explosive surge in the number of patients from novel influenza viruses,
TCM was significantly consumed during these explosive outbreaks of
influenza in 1957 and 1968,

In making this argument, this paper firstly provides an overview of the
associations of Chinese medical practitioners and merchants who were
crucial to the development of TCM in Hong Kong, Secondly, it analyzes
one level of active provision and consumption of Chinese medicine
during the two flu epidemics, focusing on the medical practices of TCM
practitioners in the 1957 epidemic, While recognizing the etiologic agent
or agents of the disease as influenza viruses, the group of Chinese medical
practitioners of the Chinese Medical Society in Hong Kong adopted the
basic principles of traditional medicine regarding influenza, such as
Shanghanlun and Wenbingxue, to distinguish the disease status among
patients and prescribe medicine according to correct diagnoses, which
were effective, Thirdly, this paper examines the level of folk culture

among the people, who utilized famous prescriptions of Chinese herbal
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medicine and alimentotherapy, in addition to Chinese patent medicines
imported from mainland China, In the context of regional commercial
network, this section also demonstrates how Hong Kong served as a sole
exporting port of medicinal materials (e.g., Chinese herbs) and Chinese
patent medicines from the People’s Republic of China to capitalist
markets, including Hong Kong, under the socialist planned or controlled
economy in the 1950s and 1960s,

It was not only the efficacy of TCM in restoring immunity and
alleviating symptoms of the human body, but also the voluntary efforts
of these Chinese medical practitioners who sought to defend national
medicine “Guoyi,” positioning it as complementary and alternative
medicine to scientific medicine, Additionally, merchants who imported
and distributed Chinese medicinal materials and national “Guochan’
Chinese patent medicine played a crucial role, as did the people who
utilized Chinese medicine, all of which contributed to making TCM thrive

in colonial Hong Kong,
Key words : Hong Kong, influenza, Traditional Chinese Medicine

(TCM), China-Hong Kong relationship, The Chinese Medical Society
(Hong Kong), China Resources (Company)
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