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Figure 1. Major Hospitals and Protest Points in Downtown Seoul During the April Revolution
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Table 2. Statistics of Casualties in Major Hospitals in Downtown Seoul During the April

Revolution
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H 4, 42 S SA MEBAHRIO a2 Al SH|

Table 4. Statistics of Surgery Operated at the Severance Hospital During the April
Revolution

Al Al
2o s 2o =
AT AT
Trephination(FE S E M ) 13 Laminectomy(MF 52 HH =) 23|
Craniectomy (7 & H|=) 43| Splenectomy(H| A= %) 13]
Exteriorization of Colon . Debridement, Pr|marylclousure .
(@ RmE|L) 33 and Hemostasis 203
seeret= (HoTEr|S, 1%} 25 Y A[E)
Mastoidectomy(R.SH=) 13| Removal of BulletE&t&E) 83|
Tracheostomy (7| 2HEM|=) 23| Neurorthaphy (M2 S8 23|
Closed drainage(m|4 4! H{Z) 53] Cast(M 12LH) 73]
Lobectomy (| & H|=) 13 Skeletal traction(Z2Z47491) 13
Repair of stomach perforation 131 Open reduction wih screw 131
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Repair of intestinal perforation 53] Repair of major Blood vessels 03]
(ExE=) F2u =)
Suture of liver laceration(Zt3&t Z281) 13]
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intestine(& A+ A I 28
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Table 5. List of the Memoirs on Relief Activities During the April Revolution
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Abstract

The April Revolution and the Sense
of Place in Medical Space:
Focusing on Major Hospitals in
Downtown Seoul

SHIN Changhoon*

This article focuses on the medical activities conducted by major
hospitals in downtown Seoul during the April Revolution in 1960,
examining their experiential context and significance, The influx of
guns and bullets into Korean society following the liberation in 1945
intertwined with the political and social conflicts of the period, resulting
in numerous assassinations, crimes, and terrorism, Gunshot wounds
were traumas that became a part of the everyday life of Koreans, as well
as scars which reflected their historical contexts,

At the same time, the frequent occurrence of gunshot wounds led to
the development of medical capacities to treat them. The Korean surgical
academia expanded its technical foundation with experiences during and

after the Korean War, This progress was particularly noticeable in areas
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closely related to gunshot wounds, such as craniotomy, thoracotomy,
vascular anastomosis, debridement, anesthesia, and blood transfusion,
Major hospitals in downtown Seoul served as medical spaces where these
experimental and technical foundations were concentrated, allowing
them to minimize the death toll despite the massive gunfire by the
National Police in April 1960, Thus, the aftermath of the epidemic of
gunshots resulted in a rather paradoxical outcome,

This development became a resource for doctors and nurses, who
added their revolutionary implications in reconstructing the experience
of April 1960 in their various memoirs and reports, While memoirs
reorganized general medical activities, portraying injured patients as
participants in the revolution, reports provided forensic descriptions and
interpretations of the deaths, giving authority to the main narrative of the
revolution, As the interpretations and significance based on historical
contexts gained prominence, major hospitals in downtown Seoul also

developed a sense of place closely associated with the revolution,

Key words : April Revolution, sense of place, gunshot wound, Seoul,
National Medical Center (NMC), Paik Hospital, Hospital affiliated with
the College of Medicine of Seoul National University, Severance Hospital,
Soo Do Medical College Hospital, The Journal of the Korean Medical

Association
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